Texas Conservative Coalition

May 20, 2010

The Honorable Rick Perry The Honorable David Dewhurst
Governor of Texas Lieutenant Governor of Texas
Office of the Governor State Capitol, Room 2E.13

P.O. Box 12428 P.O. Box 12068

Austin, Texas 78711-2428 Austin, Texas 78711

The Honorable Joe Straus

Speaker of the Texas House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 2W.13

P.O. Box 2910

Austin, Texas 78768

Dear Governor Perry, Governor Dewhurst, and Speaker Straus:

We write to express our support for your instruction that state agencies cut their spending in the

current biennium as a first step toward addressing the probable shortfall in the 2012-13 biennium.

We understand that these cuts will save the state $1.2 billion over the remainder of the 2010-11
biennium. It is essential that we continue to make budget cuts and reforms the centerpiece of our

efforts to balance the budget without raising taxes.

As you know, Texas met a multi-billion dollar shortfall in 2003 without raising taxes by reducing
spending and finding efficiencies within existing programs. One legacy of the 2003 budget cuts is the
fiscal strength that Texas has had since. Budget cuts did not result in a social or economic crisis. Instead,
they positioned our state to be the nation’s fiscal powerhouse for almost a decade, and have helped

Texas weather the current economic downturn better than all other states.
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These current biennium reductions are a sound first step and set the good example for keeping the state
on the right path. Central to the task of repeating the success of the 2003 budget will be a renewed
focus on the state’s core responsibilities and functions, with the goal of eliminating discretionary and
wasteful spending that fall outside clear constitutional obligations, and to implement reforms in major

program areas.

Thank you for your fiscally conservative leadership on this vital matter. We stand ready to work with

you to balance the 2012-13 state budget without raising taxes in order to assure Texas’ continued

economic recovery.

Sincerely,

State Representative Wayne Christian
House District 9 ¢ Center
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State Representative Linda Harper-Brown
House District 105 ¢ Irving
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State Representative Warren Chisum
House District 88 ¢ Pampa
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State Representative#randon Creighton
House District 16 ¢ Conroe
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State Representatlve Dan Flynn
House District 2 ¢ Van

State Representative Bryan Hughes
House District 5 ¢ Mineola
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State Representative Phil King
House District 61 ¢ Weatherford

ate Representative Jodie Laubenberg
House District 89 ¢ Parker
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State Representative Ken Paxton
House District 70 ¢ McKinney
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State Representative Geanie Morrison
House District 30 ¢ Victoria
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State Representative Tan Parker
House District 63 ¢ Flower Mound
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State Representative Larry Taylor
House District 24 ¢ Friendswood
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State Representative Betty Brown
House District 4 ¢ Terrell
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State Representative Bill Callegari
House District 132 ¢ Katy
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Sféfe Representative Joe Crabb
House District 127 ¢ Atascocita

State Representative Fred Brown
House District 14 ¢ College Station

Ve chom bt~
tate Representative Angie Chen Button
House District 112 ¢ Garland
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State Representative Myra Crownover
House District 64 ¢ Denton
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State Representative John Davis
House District 129 ¢ Houston

State Representative Gary Elkins
House District 135 ¢ Houston
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State Representative Allen Fletcher
House District 130 ¢ Tomball
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State Representative Rick Hardcastle
House District 68 ¢ Vernon

State Representative Patricia Harless
House District

SZ)G ¢ Spring

State Representative Joe Driver
House District 113 ¢ Garland
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State Representative Kelly Hancock
House District 91 ¢ North Richland Hills
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State Representative Charlie Howard
House District 26 ¢ Sugar Land
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State Representative Todd Hunter
House District 32 ¢ Corpus Christi

State Representative Jim Jackson
House District 115 ¢ Carrollton
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State Represer{tative Tim Kleinschmidt
House District 17 ¢ Lexington

%

State Representative Ken Legler
House District 144 ¢ Pasadena
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State Representative Tryon Lewis
House District 81 ¢ Odessa
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State Representative Jerry Madden
House District 67 ¢ Richardson
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State Representative Sid Miller State Representative Ralph Sheffield
House District 59 ¢ Stephenville House District 55 ¢ Temple
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State Representative Rob Orr State Representajci(/e Van Taylor
House District 58 ¢ Burleson House District 66 ¢ Plano
State Representative John Otto State Representative Randy Weber
House District 18 ¢ Dayton House District 29 ¢ Pearland
State Senator Dan Patrick Republican Nominee Charles Schwertner
Senate District 7 ¢ Houston House District 20 ¢ Georgetown
State Representative Debbie Riddle State Representative Beverly Woolley
House District 150 ¢ Tomball House District 136 ¢ Houston
State Representative Wayne Smith State Representative John Zerwas
House District 128 ¢ Baytown House District 28 ¢ Richmond
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