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June 1, 2010 

 

The Honorable Rick Perry 

Governor of Texas 

Post Office Box 12428 

Austin, Texas 78711 

 

Dear Governor Perry,  

 

Thank you for not participating in the federal “Race to the Top” program. 

 

We agree that Texas is able to chart its own path in regard to education policy, and we thank you for 

rejecting these federal funds and the strings that are attached to them.  The Tenth Amendment to the 

United States Constitution guarantees that states retain power over all matters not delegated to the 

federal government in the Constitution.  It is noteworthy that the U.S. Constitution does not mention 

education, let alone grant the federal government authority to attempt to gain influence over states’ 

public education systems. 

 

Underscoring this point, the section of U.S. Code that established the U.S. Department of Education 

clearly states that: 

It is the intention of the Congress in the establishment of the Department to protect the rights 

of State and local governments and public and private educational institutions in the areas of 

educational policies and administration of programs and to strengthen and improve the control 

of such governments and institutions over their own educational programs and policies. The 

establishment of the Department of Education shall not increase the authority of the Federal 

Government over education or diminish the responsibility for education which is reserved to the 

States and the local school systems and other instrumentalities of the States. 
U.S. Code, Title 20, Chapter 48, Subchapter I, Section 3403 (Department of Education Organization Act of 1979) 

 

This section of federal law is still in effect today; yet the passage of federal legislation such as the No 

Child Left Behind Act of 2001 and the Race to the Top program both attempt to increase federal 

influence over states’ education policy.   
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However, the Texas Constitution also holds that: 

 

A general diffusion of knowledge being essential to the preservation of the liberties and rights of 

the people, it shall be the duty of the Legislature of the State to establish and make suitable 

provision for the support and maintenance of an efficient system of public free schools. 
Texas Constitution, Article VII, Section 1 

 

U.S. Code and the Texas Constitution are clear: the State of Texas is responsible for its own public 

education system and the federal government has no basis for attempting to influence or control that 

system.  By rejecting Race to the Top funds, you ensured that Texas is able to continue to chart its own 

education policy path as guaranteed by the Tenth Amendment and the Texas Constitution. 

 

The U.S. Department of Education has asked “Race to the Top”  applicants to enact reforms including 

adoption of specified standards and assessments approved by the Department that differ significantly 

from standards that states have already developed.  Texas is currently revamping its core curriculum 

through a process that involves a substantial investment of state resources as well as a large financial 

investment on the part of local school districts and the state in textbooks and other learning materials.  

Submitting to different federal curriculum requirements would undermine these investments. 

 

We thank you again for your continued strong leadership on this matter and stand ready to assist you 

wherever we can. 

 

Thank you for your service to the State of Texas. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

 
 
State Representative Wayne Christian 
House District 9, Center 
 
 
 
State Representative Ken Paxton 
House District 70, McKinney 
 
 
 
State Representative Linda Harper-Brown 
House District 105, Irving 
 
 
 
 

 
 
State Representative Leo Berman 
House District 6, Tyler 
 
 
 
State Representative Warren Chisum 
House District 88, Pampa 
 
 
 
State Representative Brandon Creighton 
House District 16, Conroe 
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State Representative Dan Flynn 
House District 2, Van 
 
 
 
State Representative Bryan Hughes 
House District 5, Mineola 
 
 
 
State Representative Phil King 
House District 61, Weatherford 
 
 
 
State Representative Jodie Laubenberg 
House District 89, Parker 
 
 
 
State Representative Geanie Morrison 
House District 30, Victoria 
 
 
 
State Representative Tan Parker 
House District 63, Flower Mound 
 
 
 
State Representative Larry Taylor 
House District 24, Friendswood 
 
 
 
State Representative Betty Brown 
House District 4, Terrell 
 
 
 
State Representative Fred Brown 
House District 14, College Station 
 
 
 
 

 
 
State Representative Myra Crownover 
House District 64, Denton 
 
 
 
State Representative Allen Fletcher  
House District 130, Tomball 
 
 
 
State Representative Kelly Hancock 
House District 91, North Richland Hills 
 
 
 
State Representative Rick Hardcastle 
House District 68, Vernon 
 
 
 
State Representative Tim Kleinschmidt 
House District 17, Lexington 
 
 
 
State Representative Ken Legler 
House District 144, Pasadena 
 
 
 
State Representative Jerry Madden 
House District 67, Richardson 
 
 
 
State Representative Sid Miller 
House District 59, Stephenville 
 
 
 
State Senator Robert Nichols 
Senate District 3, Jacksonville 
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State Representative John Otto 
House District 18, Dayton 
 
 
 
Dr. Charles Schwertner 
Republican Nominee, House District 20 
 
 
 
State Representative Ralph Sheffield 
House District 55, Temple 
 

 
 
 
State Representative Randy Weber 
House District 29, Pearland 
 
 
 
State Senator Jeff Wentworth 
Senate District 25, San Antonio 
 
 
 
State Representative John Zerwas 
House District 28, Richmond 

 
 


